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SUBUECT® CONTINUING' TERRORIST ACTIVITIES IN [RAN
7 P\ , - e
REFt TPHRAN'S A=277 QF MAY 18, 19723 TEHRAN 3312

SUMMARY:® TERRORIST ACTIVITIES IN IRAN SEEM TO BE INCREASING
INSTEAD OF ‘UBUAL: ‘SUMMER’ 'SUBS1DENCE DUE 'TO VACATION FOR STUDENTS.,
PERHAPS INDICATING BETTER ORGANIZATION AND' BROADENING OF APPEAL -
TO- NON-STUDENT GROUPS§. VIGOROUS ANTT*GUERRILLA CAMPAIGN ‘ON
PART OF [RANIAN SECURITY ORGANIZATIONS IS: NETTING 'NUMBERS 'OF
INDIVIBUALS: BUT HARSW GOI POLICY APPARENTLY UNABLE BRING GUERRILLAS
UNDER @ONTROL! AND'MAY IN FACT :BE HARDENING ATTITUDES OF :
GUERRILLAS AND' THEIR 'SYMPATH!ZERSe WHILE: TERRORIST GROUPS ‘NOT
YET THREAT TO REGIME, GO! UNLIKELY SUCCEED IN MALTING THEIR'
ACTIVITIES W1THOUT 'FIRST ADDRESSING BASIC: GUESTION oF POLTTICALI
SOCIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE: REFORMSe END SUMMARY

1+ DESPITE ¢ONTINUING LARGEuSCALE CAMPAIGN ON PART 'OF GO1 SECURITY
ORGANS, ‘URBAN' GUERRILLAS ARE MAINTAINING RATE OF ACTIVITY. ‘DURING
PAST FOUR MONTH! PERIOD THERE HAVE BEEN 28 CONFIRMED EXPLOSIONS

(11 OF WHICH DIRECTED AGAINST :US PRESENCE), TEN SHOOTOUTS AND
SEVERAL OTHER! INCIDENTS INCLUDING UNSUCCESSFUL' ATTEMPT TO 'KIDNAP
DAUGHTER OF COURT MINISTER ALAM, AND PLOT.TO SABOTAGE ISFAHAN STEEL:
MILLe OTHER UNCONFIRMED INCIDENTS REPORTED ON ALMOST
‘DAILY RASISe




DECLASSIFIED -
PA/HO Department of State '
E.O. 12958, as amended

June 21, 2006

 Departmens of State Triapam

| G
PAGE 82 TEHRAN 04788 1008n62
2+ IRANIAN SECURITY ORGANS, INCLUDING SAVAEEEAAA GENDARMERIE AND .LOCAL

POLICE, REACTING VIGOROUSLY AND WITH 'HEAVY ‘MANDe DURING SAME PERIOD:
AT LEAST 16 GUERRILLAS KILLED IN' CONFRONTATIONS WITH AUTHORYTIES,

I3 OTHERS' ANNOUNCED EXECUTED, TEN SENTENCED T0 DEATH BUT REPRIEVED
ANDi SENTENCED: TO LIFE: IN 'PRISONs NINE OTHWERS GIVEN LIFE® - AND -39
CONVICTED' AND: GIVEN GENTENCES '‘RANGING FROM 3 10" |'§ YEARSe “ALLi OF:
ABOVE TRIED: BY MILITARY TRIRUNALS) AND: MAJLES HAS RECENTLY pgssgo

LAW PROVIDING SPECIF:CALLN THAT ALL' THOSE: ENGAGED IN ACTS OF SABOTAGE
WILL' Brp TRIEP' BY MIL{YARY COURTS WITH POSSIBLE SENTENCES RANGING FROM
ONE: YEAR TO: DEATHe @GOl NAS: cOMMITTED CONSIDERABLE RESOURCES TO :80
FAR UNSUCCESSFUL! ATTEMPT TO CONTROL' TERRORISTS=<FOR’ EXAMPLE, TWO~
THIRDS OF' OFFICERS:NORMALLY DETAILED TO WORK WITH BNDD AGENTS ON
NARCOTICS MATTERS HAVE sEEN REASSIGNED TO GUERRILLA PRoBLgM.

3¢ IT IS WIRELY BELQEVED IN TEHRAN THAT URBAN GUERRILLA ACTIVITY
IS' INCREASING: AND: IT 1S CERTAIN THAT A GREATER NUMBER::OF TNCIDENTS RRE

BEING REPORTED IN THE: CONTROLLED LOCAL MEDIA. BUT INCREASED
RAPPORTAGEs WHICH MAY RESULT AS: MUCH FROM ‘REPUTED PRESSURE FROM LOCAL
PRESSMEN ON GO1 AS' FROM 'CONTINUING' GOVERNMENT DESTRE: TO' EXPLOIT LESS
SAVORY ASPECTS OF GUERRILLA OPERATIONS» DOES NOT COVER ALL INCIDENTS °
INDEPENDENTLY' CONFIRMED .BY EMBASSY LET ALONE THE MANY CﬂSEs OF:
GUERRTILLA: ACFIVITY WHICH ARE RUMORED BUT NOT '‘CONFIRMEDe MQOREOVER:
FREQUENCY OF UNCONFIRHED INCIDENTS: HAS INCREASED BY A FACTOR AT
LEAST AS GREAT AS THWAT OF TWOSE GIVEN MEDIA GCOVERAGE, LEAD;NG ‘TO
PRESUMPTION: THAT ‘STEPPED UP TERRORIST ACTIVITY IS A REALITY AND

NOT A RESULT OF INSPIRED PURLICITYs '‘PERHAPS MORE STGNIFICANT "THAN
INCREASED GUERRILLA ACTIVITY IS FACT ‘THAT HWIGH LEVEL' OF INCIDENTS
MAS CONTINUED INTO/ 'SUMMER WWEN STUDENTS, WHO WAVE IN PAST ‘PROVIDED:
BULK OF RECRUITS FOR GUERRILLAS» DISPERSED FOR VACATIONSs ‘THIS

MAY MEAN THAYT UNDERGROUND MOVEMENTS ARE BECOMING BETTER ‘ORGANIZED:
ANDi ARE CATCMING ‘ON' WITH NON«STUDENT GROURS, ‘WHICH IF TRUE, WOULD:
MEIGHTEN DIFFICULTY :0F PENETRATING AND CONTROLLING ‘GUERRILLA

GROUPS .,

4» DESPITE! ao! APPARENT INARILITY TO SUPPRESS GUERRILLAS, EMBASSY
CONTINUES 'TO BELIEVE THAT TERRORISTS AT PRESENT 'CONSTITUE AN TRRITANT
AND/ EMBARRASSMENT BUT POSE NO THREAT 'TO- REGIME: HOWEVERs 1T 18
APPARENT TO USs AGAIN VERY TENTATIVELYs THAT GOI TACTICS OF 'WARSH:
fREPRESSION AGAINST GUERRILLAS ARE: NOT WORKING VERY WELL: AND MAY
PROVOKE SNOWBALL EFFECT OF ACTION AND REACTION PART OF SAVAK AND
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TERRORISTS»LEADING TO BROADENTNG RESENTMENT AMONG ‘POPULACE AGAINST

SAVAK' '

PERVASTVENESS AND' TAETICSs EVENTUALLY REGIME WILL HAVE TO IMPLEMENT

PROGRAMS' RESPONSTVE: TO AT LEAST SOME:‘OF THE POLITICALw ECONOMIC .AND

SOCIAL 'COMPLAINTS WHICH FORM BASES OF: GQUERRILL 4 DISSATISFACTION-

WE' DO NOT ENUMMERATE THESE COMPLAINTS HEREs» PARTIALLY BECAUSE THEY
ARE: NOT COMPLETELY FORMED AND DEFINED IN OUR OWN ‘MINDS OR. ENENs
PERHAPS IN THE MINDS 'OF THE:! TERRORISTS THEMSELVES- MOREOVER:
TERRORYST MOVEMENT 18:NOT IDEOLOGICALLY OR ORGANIZATIONALLY

UNIFIED AND NATURE 'OF THEIR COMPLAINTS VARIES FROM GROUP TQ- GROUR'
WE SHALL BE EXAMINING FURTHER .AND' REPORTING ON THESE" AND OTHER
ASPECTS OF THE GUERRILLA MOVEMENTe MEANWHILE, WITHOUT SOUNDING ANY
ALARM AELLS» THIS MEGSAGE! 1S INTENDED TO ALERT THE DEPARTMENT THAT
THE. URBAN GUERRILLA MOVEMENT IN' IRAN :CONTINUES TO BE A FACT

OF LOCaL! POLITICAL: ers WHICH ‘BEARS CONTINUING ‘SCRUTINYs

8o THE U« S PRESENCE IN IRAN? WHILE' TARGETED BY THE TERRQRISTSJ
1S:NOT THEIR PRIMARY TARGET AND SOME SORT OF INCENTIVE SUCH .AS'
PRESIDFNT ‘NIXON'S HAV vISIT (SEE''REFTEL) OR THE . JANUARY SAVAK TV
SHOW WHICH PRECEDE LAST SPRING?S 'SHOW TRIALS HAS BEEN NECESSARY
T0 BRING ON BOMBINGS' AT AMERTCAN INSTALLATIONS NE ARE CONTINUING
ALL REASONABLE SECURTTY PRECAUTIONS.

FARLAND
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